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Update 7 – September 2004

In the last six months, the program has expanded to a ninth country - Sri Lanka. We thank all our regular donors  in Australia, the Netherlands, and other countries for their support. In recent months funds have been donated by members of the Finnish Association, a patient and a physician group in Canada, and from Germany (see below).

SRI LANKA

IN 1998, the Diabetes Association of Sri Lanka established an Insulin Bank. The Insulin Bank provides support for children with diabetes in poor families. Financial and social constraints had previously prevented ideal care for most of these children, as the free health system in the country was unable to supply the best quality insulin and the support needed for monitoring, control, and regular assessment of complications. 
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Funds from the Bank provides the best quality insulin, regular complications assessments, medical, nutritional and psychological support  free of charge to any child with diabetes in the country. The Bank has been very successful, however it is not able to cater for all needy children. We therefore commenced assisting the Bank, providing USD 5,000 per year - so an extra 25 children to receive comprehensive care. 

The child on the left is Perayal, who is 12. She is an only child. One parent works as a manual labourer, the other in the Middle East as a housemaid. Their monthly income is less than 200 USD. She is doing well at school, participates in athletics, and dreams of becoming a nurse.
INDIA

Some of the children supported at the DREAM Trust Clinic in Nagpur expressed their appreciation by drawing cards. We support 45 children at the Clinic - 15 with funds from our regular donors, and 30 with funds from Eli Lilly employees.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA


Children with diabetes in Papua New Guinea face extraordinary challenges. Over 80% of the population live in rural areas, which may be some hours walk from a health aid post. Most villages do not have electrical power or telephones. Blood glucose testing is only available in a small minority of health facilities. Diabetes in children is rare, and so most health professionals have limited experience with the condition. Thanks to the dedication of local professionals, combined with support and advice from the Program, there are now two medium-term survivors of childhood diabetes in PNG - the first for a few decades. One of these is Muo, a 13 year old girl who fortunately lives in a village near the Summer Institute of Linguistics Clinic (in Ukarumpa in Eastern Highlands Province). Muo is pictured at right.

FUN RUNS IN GERMANY

Two Fun Runs/Walks were held in Germany to raise funds for the program. The first was held at the 39th Annual Meeting of the Deutsche Diabetes-Gesellschaft (German Diabetes Society) in Hanover. The second was in September at the European Association for Study of Diabetes meeting in Munich. This run was held in memoriam of Leonard Thompson – the first child treated with insulin. Each participant donated at least 5 Euros to the “Life for a Child”. Program. The two events raised a total of around 5,000 Euros. We are very grateful to the DDG, the EASD, and Eli Lilly (the sponsors of the run in Munich) for making this possible.
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A thank you card from Shantanu, one of the children sponsored in Nagpur. He is 12 years old, has had diabetes for two years, and is regularly schooling in the appropriate grade for his age. He has three insulin injections per day, self-monitors with a blood glucose meter at home, and has been well this last year with no severe hypoglycaemic or ketoacidotic episodes. 





These drawings are by Savita, a 16 year old young lady in Nagpur, who has had diabetes for five years.








